session 10 study guide

esther:
for such a time
as this

starter

IF I WERE . . . If you had one of the jobs below, how could you help others know about God?

An artist

An Olympic athlete
An attorney

A fast-food worker
A state senator

A designer

A teacher

A parent

Now get together with three or four friends and discuss the following questions.

1



session 10: esther: for such a time as this

1. Ifyou could have any job you wanted, what would it be?

2. What would be the best part of the job?

3. How could you help others know about the Lord through this job?
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4. Many people believe any job can turn into full-time ministry as God uses a person to
reach out to others. The key is not the job itself, but the person’s attitude. Do you agree?
Why or why not?

message

Now it’s time to get dramatic. The good news is, you don’t have to memorize any lines; the Nar-
rator will read everyone’s parts while you act it out. Decide who will be each character listed
below to put on a melodrama for the whole group. Everyone else will supply the sound effects

and “crowd noise.” Don’t forget to ham it up!

cast

Narrator Esther (€S-ter)

King Xerxes (ZERK-seez) Bigthana (Big-THAH-nuh)
Vashti (VASH-tee) Teresh (TEAR-esh)
Three messengers Haman (HAY-mun)
Mordecai (MORE-duh-kai) A guard

There once was a king of Persia named Xerxes. Xerxes was a proud and noble king. One
day, he was having a wild party (sounds of a wild party). Wanting to impress his friends, he
called for his beautiful wife Vashti, “Vashti, come here darling.” Vashti was insulted. She
sighed loudly and refused to come.

Xerxes was hopping mad (yes, he actually began to hop). He said angrily, “Vashti, I

will not think of you as my wife anymore. I need a new wife.”
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The king sent out messengers to bring many beautiful women to the palace. When
Mordecai heard that Xerxes wanted a new wife, he knew that his cousin Esther was lovely
and told her, “Esther, skip along to the palace.” Sure enough, the king took one look at
Esther and fell head over heels in love (yes, he actually did somersaults). He asked her to
marry him and she became his queen.

One problem: Mordecai had warned Esther not to tell King Xerxes that she was a Jew.
A little while later, two of the king’s officers, Bigthana and Teresh, crouched nearby and
dreamed up ways to kill Xerxes. Mordecai overheard their plans. He said, “Hark, I must
tell Queen Esther to warn the king.” Which he did. And then Queen Esther told the king,
and the two officers were arrested and hung.

Sometime later the king elevated the evil Haman to a high position and commanded
that everyone was supposed to bow low when Haman walked by. However, Mordecai re-
fused to bow down because a Jew only bows down to God. Haman got angry and stomped
about. And he kept on stomping until finally he got an idea: “I know,” he said. “T’ll trick
the king into issuing an edict to kill all of the Jews, including Mordecai.”

When Mordecai found out that the king had decided to kill all of the Jews, he tore his
clothes and wept, moaned and wailed. And all the other Jews did, too (sounds of moaning,
weeping, wailing). After doing this for a while, he explained the situation to Esther. At first
she was frightened, but finally she said, “I've got to put a stop to this.”

Interestingly enough, the king had a hard time sleeping one night. He was tossing and
turning and suddenly woke up. He grabbed for the nearest book, which happened to be
a history of his reign. He read the story about Mordecai saving his life and wondered
aloud, “Hmmm . . . I wonder if I ever honored him.”

He called, “Haman!” Haman ran into the room. King Xerxes asked, “What should be
done for the man the king delights to honor?”

Haman thought the king was talking about him, so he made up an elaborate plan to
honor himself. The king liked Haman’s plan and exclaimed, “Good! I want you to see
that Mordecai is honored in this way.” So Haman was forced to give Mordecai honor.
Now he was really mad at Mordecai and planned to hang him.

Meanwhile, Esther planned a banquet for the king and she also invited Haman. The
king, Haman and Esther were all sitting around a table, eating and drinking. Suddenly,
the king asked, “What is your petition, Esther?”

Esther asked the king boldly, “Please save my people from death.”

The king raged, “Who is this evil man who dares to kill my queen and her people?”

Haman cringed and tried to sneak away. But Esther pointed to the fleeing Haman and
declared, “It is Haman who plans this evil deed!”

The king listened carefully to Esther. He had the guard arrest Haman and he had him
hung on the very gallows that Haman had built for Mordecai. Esther, Mordecai and all
the Jews jumped for joy and yelled, “The Jews have been saved!”
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dig
Well done! Now, with the whole group, discuss the following questions.

1. How do you think God worked through Xerxes’ seemingly unfair dismissal of Queen
Vashti, his first wife?

2. Read Esther 5:9-14. How would you describe Haman?

3. If you were king, would you want Haman as your close advisor? Why or why not?
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4. Read Esther 4:11,15-16. How was Esther treated as the queen?

5. How could her situation change if the king was displeased with her request to save the Jews?

6. How do you think Esther felt when Moredecai insisted that she conceal her Jewish identity?
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7. What did Mordecai mean in Esther 4:14 when he warned Esther, “For if you remain silent
at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and
your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position
for such a time as this?” (Italics added for emphasis.)

8. In your own words, what was Esther’s reply to Mordecai?

apply

Now find a partner and discuss the following questions. Choose someone with whom you can

be honest!
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1. What prevents us from obeying God when He calls us to do certain things at certain times?

2. What might be some of the consequences for others if we refuse to obey God?

3. What might be some of the consequences in our own lives if we refuse to obey God’s call?
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4. How is God calling you to act “for such a time as this” to tell others about Him this week

in your home, your friendships and your school?

Your home

Your friendships

Your school
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5. What might you lose if you tell others about Him?

6. Knowing what you might lose, why should you speak up?

reflect

The life of Esther demonstrates God’s power to use us in our current circumstances to tell oth-
ers about Him. Esther was able to use her position as queen to ask the king to save the Jewish
people. Her cousin Mordecai challenged her in Esther 4:14 that she had come to her royal posi-
tion “for such a time as this.” Yet in bringing her request to the king, Esther made a difficult and
brave choice (see Esther 4:16). At times, being used by God means making a tough choice. That
choice can have a tremendous influence on others.
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1. Looking back at your life so far, what is one choice you have made that has had an im-

pact on others?

2. What impact did that choice make on your own life?

3. How would your life be different if you had not made that choice?
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4. What unique characteristics do you have that God might want to use to help others

know Him?

5. How canyou cultivate an awareness of God’s timing and the choices He wants you to make?

4 I/
meditation -
€ach one should use whatever gift he has
received to serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in its various forms.
1 PeTer 4:10
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