session 11 study guide

job:
when the going
gets tough

starter

TOUGH STUFF: Take a look at the list below and circle which one you think is tougher. When

you’re done, talk about your choices and your reasons with the whole group.

Outdoor yard work Indoor housework

A broken arm A broken leg

An awful haircut Awful acne

Losing $50 Losing your school ID card
Changing to a new school Changing to a new church
Failing a class Getting cut from a sports team

Now make a list of all the things in your life that you’re grateful for. Maybe a few great friends
make the list, or your family, or your iPod. You’ve got two minutes . . . go!



session 11: job: when the going gets tough

Now look at the list below and cross off every item that also appears on your list above.

Friends Musical abilities
Family Sports abilities
Boyfriend/girlfriend House

Good grades Food

Job Money

Car, bike, skateboard Church youth group
Driver’s license Physical health
Clothes Mental health

Anything left? Cross those off, too. You've got nothin’.

message

Imagine you have just lost everything—your family, your friends, your possessions—and you
have an extremely painful skin rash. You have the chance to write a letter to God letting Him
know how you feel and asking Him any questions you want. Do this on your own, and then
share with the group (if you feel comfortable doing so).

Dear God, I feel. ..
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My questions are . . .

Love,

Today we’re going to get to know a guy who lost everything: Job. (Yeah, his name looks like
“job,” the work you do for a paycheck at the end of the week, but it rhymes with “lobe.”) Get to-

gether with a partner or small group and crack open your Bibles to find out what happened and

how Job handled it.

1. For each of the verses below, describe what happened to Job in your own words.

Job 1:13-15
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Job 1:16

Job 1:17

Job 1:18-19
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Job 2:7-8

2. At what point would you have screamed, “Enough is enough!”?

3. Job was surrounded by people who meant well, but nonetheless gave some bad advice.

Summarize the advice of each friend in your own words and evaluate its effectiveness.

Job’s wife (Job 2:9)
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€liphaz (Job 4:8)

Bildad (Job 8:6)

Zophar (Job 20:3-5,27-29)




session 11: job: when the going gets tough

€lihu (Job 37:23-24)

dig

In many ways, what happened to Job according to the Old Testament resembles what happened
to C. S. Lewis, author of The Chronicles of Narnia and many other popular Christian books. Job’s
incredible emotional and intellectual wrestling with God echo a quote from C. S. Lewis: “God
whispers to us in our joy and shouts to us in our pain.”

C. S. Lewis knew about pain. He was a well-known British professor, theologian and author
who had a famous speaking and writing ministry. Upon meeting one of his admirers, Joy, he fell
in love with her and they married. Tragically, soon after they were married, Joy died of cancer.
Truly, C. S. Lewis experienced deep pain—and only by experiencing that pain did he come to
know God’s power to comfort and heal.

1. Review Job 13:15. What do you think Job would want to say to C. S. Lewis?



session 11: job: when the going gets tough

2. What do you think C. S. Lewis would want to say to Job?

3. What has been the toughest time in your life so far?

4. How did you relate to God through the tough time?
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5. Was your faith strengthened or weakened when the tough time was over?

aprply
If one of your non-Christian friends asked you the following questions, how would you respond?

1. Why do bad things happen to good people?

2. Why do good things happen to bad people?
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3. Is God fair? Why or why not?

reflect

More than a century ago, Horatio G. Spafford said goodbye to his wife and four daughters as
they boarded a ship that was to cross the Atlantic Ocean. To the dismay of Horatio and hun-
dreds of others, the ship went down. There were few survivors.

Horatio’s wife was one of those few. She sent her husband the following telegraph that began
with the words, “Saved alone.” Horatio then sailed to England to rejoin his wife. On the way, he
wrote the following powerful and poignant text. His words have become one of the most fre-
quently sung hymns today:

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,

“It is well, it is well with my soul.”

1. What area in your life is tough for you right now?

10
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2. What can you do about it?

3. Spend some time in prayer now, bringing before God the trial you are facing. Be as honest
as you can about your fear or anger, and then wait in silence for a few moments. See if you
are able to pray, “It is well with my soul because . ..” If you are not able to do so yet, com-

mit to spending 10 minutes a day in prayer during the next week, seeking God’s peace.

4 I/
meditation e
€ven though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.
PSALM 23:4
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