session 7 study guide

a God who
opposes sin

starter

HATE IT: Get together with a group of two other people and see how much you have in common.
In three minutes or less, list things (not people!) that all three of you hate (for example, broc-

coli or homework). Go!
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Now that you’ve got your list of everything the three of you hate, it’s time to think about what
God hates. List everything you can think of in three minutes or less. Bonus if you can find Scrip-

ture verses to support your items!

Share your lists with the larger group and then discuss the following questions:

1. What are the three most common things everybody hates?

2. What are the three things that pretty much everyone agrees that God hates?
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3. Where in the Bible does it say God hates these things?

message

Now get together with a partner and come up with a scenario in which a high school student
does something wrong. We’re talking about on-purpose trouble, the kind that happens when you
know what you should do and choose not to do it, or know what you shouldn’t do and choose to
do it anyway (a good example is cheating on a test). Once you’re done, combine with another set

of partners and discuss your scenario and theirs. Then answer the following questions together.

1. Who is affected by the teen’s actions?
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2. By whose standards is the student’s behavior wrong?

3. What consequences should he or she suffer?

4. Who should be responsible for delivering the consequences?



session 7: a God who opposes sin

5. Why should the teen have chosen to do right instead of wrong?

dig

God loves us more than we can possibly imagine—and that is why He hates it when we sin.
Choosing to sin—to reject what we know is right and do what is wrong—breaks down our rela-
tionships with God and with each other. When we truly love someone, we do everything in our
power to do the right thing for him or her—and sinning is exactly the opposite of that deep level
of commitment.

One of the words for “sin” in the New Testament is hamartia, which can be translated “miss-
ing the mark.” This is a powerful picture to help us understand how damaging sin can be: When
we choose to do wrong, we miss out on everything that is most important—communion with
God and friendship with others.

With the whole group, read Joshua 7:1-26, which recounts a time when all of Israel, God’s

people, suffered because of sin. Then discuss the following questions.

1. Why did God’s anger burn, according to Joshua 7:1?



session 7: a God who opposes sin

2. Why did Joshua and the Israelites lose the battle at Ai, according to verses 2-12?

3. According to verses 13-18, why was it important for the Israelites to consecrate them-

selves? (If you need to, look up the word “consecrate” in a dictionary.)

4. Why did Achan take some of the riches from Ai, according to verses 19-24?
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5. Why do you think God would want Achan to be killed?

6. Why did the Israelites also kill Achan’s children and his animals?

7. Why do you think God allowed all of Israel to suffer for one person’s sin?
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8. How do you think this story demonstrates the truth that sin destroys relationships be-

tween God and others?

apply
Find a partner with whom to discuss the following questions. Choose someone with whom you
feel comfortable talking honestly, and keep in mind that each other’s answers should be confi-

dential between the two of you.

1. Do you think that teenagers, in general, hate sin? Why or why not?
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2. What is one common sin that teens commit?

3. Why do you think this sin is so common?

4. What do you think are some of the factors that lead a person into sin?



session 7: a God who opposes sin

5. Do you think God always withdraws His blessing from our lives when we sin (as He did

with Israel because of Achan’s sin)? Why or why not?

6. You've probably heard the phrase “God hates the sin but loves the sinner.” What does this

mean to you?

7 In what areas are you personally missing the mark?

10
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8. How do you see your sin standing in the way of your relationship with God?

9. How do you see your sin standing in the way of your relationships with others?

10. How can your partner help you hit the mark in the coming week?
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reflect

The Bible teaches in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Read

Proverbs 6:16-19 and reflect on the following questions.

1. In today’s language, how would you rewrite the seven sins found in these verses?

2. Based on experiences from your own life, what are some examples of the seven sins?

3. Which of the seven sins do you most often fall into? Why?
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4. Why do you think that these seven sins are so detestable to God?

5. The word “grace” is sometimes defined as “God’s unmerited favor.” In other words, when
God shows us grace, He acts kindly toward us even though we don’t deserve it. Can you

recall a time when God showed you grace, even when you knew He was opposed to your
sin? What happened?

6. Take a few minutes to write a prayer of thankfulness for God’s love for and kindness to-
ward you. If there is an area of your life in which you are missing the mark, ask His forgive-

ness and pray for the Holy Spirit’s power and wisdom as you try to hit the mark instead.
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4 I/
meditation i
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
ROMANS 5:8
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