
session 9 study guide

samuel:
living with your

ears open

starter

LISTEN UP: With the whole group, spread out around the room as far away as possible from every-
one else and then close your eyes. As your youth leader travels around the room, he or she will tap
a student on the shoulder. If and when you are tapped, say “Who’s talking now?” Feel free to dis-
guise your voice however you want—the point is to make it hard for others to guess who’s talking!

When you hear another student say “Who’s talking now?” keep your eyes closed and make
your best guess. Your youth leader will tap 7 to 10 students during the game, so listen up! 
When the game is over, discuss the following questions with your group:

1. How were you able to tell who was talking?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Which voices were easiest to recognize? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which voices were hardest to recognize? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Think of a time when you were talking with someone and it was obvious that they weren’t
listening to you. How did you feel?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Do you ever feel like God isn’t listening to you? If so, how does it feel?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do you think God ever feels like you’re not listening to Him? If so, how do you think God
feels about it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

message

Team up with a study buddy or small group and get to know some people who learned about
listening to God. As you read, notice that Eli, the priest of Shiloh, had difficulties hearing God’s
voice while Samuel, a young teenager, was available to hear from God. 
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eli

1. Read 1 Samuel 2:29. What sins did the Lord see in Eli?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were Eli’s priorities?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How did Eli’s wrong priorities muffle his ability to listen for the Lord’s voice?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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samuel

1. Now let’s look at how Samuel shows two important qualities in a person who is able to
listen to the Lord: a desire to be close to God and a desire to serve God. Read 1 Samuel 3:1-20.
Where did Samuel sleep?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does the place where Samuel slept reflect his desire to be close to God?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Can someone who is far from God hear His voice? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. How is Samuel’s response to Eli in 1 Samuel 3:5-6,8 similar to his response to God in 
1 Samuel 8:10?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why did Samuel refer to himself as God’s “servant”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How is a servant attitude important in listening to God’s voice?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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dig

1. Why do you think Samuel didn’t want to tell Eli what God had revealed to Him?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think Eli responded the way he did in 1 Samuel 3:18?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In what situations do you think it would be the toughest to share with others what you
feel God is leading you to do?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Martin Luther, one of the primary leaders of the Reformation, once taught that “prayer
changes from talking into being silent. And then our being silent can change into listen-
ing to God.” This is similar to the words of Jeremiah 33:3: “Call to me and I will answer
you and tell you great and mighty things you did not know.” What does this passage tell
you about the balance between talking and listening to God?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What benefits do we receive when we listen to God?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

apply

Get into a small group of three to four and read the following stories, then answer the questions.

A 20-year-old named Loren Cunningham was part of a gospel singing quartet that was
traveling to the Bahamas. One night after ministering, Loren laid down on his bed and
opened his Bible, asking God to speak into his mind.
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Suddenly, he envisioned a map of the world. Only the map was alive, moving! He
could see all the continents, with waves from the ocean crashing onto their shores. 

The ocean waves became waves of young people—teenagers—covering the continents.
They were preaching from house to house. They were praying with strangers. They were
caring for people on street corners and outside bars.

Loren wondered, “Was that really You, Lord?”
Loren prayed, “God, is this vision from You? Is my future somehow linked to waves

of young people?” God seemed to confirm that it was His vision.
Young people going out as missionaries—what an amazing vision! Based on what the

Lord revealed to him, Loren founded an organization known as YWAM—Youth With A
Mission. It has been more than 40 years since he had that vision, and hundreds of thou-
sands of young “YWAMers” have swept into every continent to share the gospel. 

1. Would you conclude that Loren heard from God?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What kind of a person do you think Loren was?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Have you ever felt as if you heard from the Lord? If so, what happened?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How do we hear God?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Danielle, a high school sophomore, had been going to the same church with her parents
for 10 years. However, she had only gotten serious about her relationship with Christ a
few months ago. Last night at dinner, Danielle’s parents told her that, due to the major
fights they had been having lately, they felt that God wanted them to file for divorce. Do
you think Danielle’s parents truly heard God’s voice? Explain your answer.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. God’s voice in the present will never contradict His voice in the past, namely Scripture.
Besides checking what we think God is saying to us in His Word, how else can we con-
firm whether what we are hearing is actually God’s voice?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. If you wanted confirmation that you’re hearing God’s voice from two or three other
Christians whom you respect, who would you go to?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

reflect

Too often, we act as if we are the architects of our own lives. We design our own plans, and some-
times ask God to bless what we have already designed. How far this is from the truth! God is the
Master Architect. Our job is to follow His plans, not try to create our own.
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1. What are the problems with designing your own blueprint?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What keeps you from letting God, the Master Architect, give you His blueprint for your life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How can you get this week’s blueprint from the Master Architect?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. On your own, spend some time in prayer. Spend the first couple of minutes writing
about a specific situation in your life in which you need God’s direction. Then put your
pen or pencil down and listen. After several minutes of listening for God’s voice, write
down what you believe His Spirit is saying to you. If you’re not sure that it’s God you’re
hearing, seek out a parent, youth leader or pastor who can give you wise guidance.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

meditation
Come, my children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
PSALM 34:11
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