session 68 study guide

a God who works
miracles

starter

BELIEVE IT OR NOT: Stand in the supermarket checkout line and you’ll see unbelievable, scream-
ing headlines that announce all kinds of “miracles.” Unusual births (67-Year-Old Woman Gives
Birth to Two-Headed Cat!), crazy diets (Lose 40 Pounds in One Week!) and visits from extrater-
restrials (Aliens in Pittsburgh!) are pretty standard front-page tabloid fare.

The reason why some people are taken in by these outrageous claims is that miracles do hap-
pen. Of course, the vast majority of “news” reported in tabloids is a crackpot collection of doc-
tored photos and pseudo-science. Plus, not everything that’s inexplicable is a miracle. But that
doesn’t mean that miracles don’t happen.

Get together with a group of four or five other students. On a large piece of poster board or
newsprint, create your own version of a tabloid front page—only this time, the miracles will be
real! Grab your Bible and some markers or colored pencils, and start with the headline “You
Won’t Believe What God Did!”

The job of your editorial team is to hunt down some good miracles found in the Old Testa-
ment and design a front page that announces God’s unbelievable works. Choose three or four
Old Testament miracles and then write some catchy headlines and draw pictures that will show
your reading audience what they will find when they crack open God’s Word.

When you’re done, share your “front page” with the whole group!
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message
Now huddle with your small group and answer the following questions.
1. List at least two miraculous answers to prayer that are found in the Old Testament.
Miracle 1:

Who prayed, and what did he or she pray for?

What happened as a result?
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Miracle 2:

Who prayed, and what did he or she pray for?

What happened as a result?

2. Now List at least two miraculous answers to prayer from your own life.

Miracle 1:

What did you pray for?
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What happened as a result?

Miracle 2:

What did you pray for?

What happened as a result?
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3. Which list—Old Testament miracles or miracles in your life—was easier to come up
with? Why?

4. Do you think God worked more miracles in the past than He does in the present? Why

or why not?

5. Some Christians claim that God works just as many miracles today as in the past, but
that we don’t always notice them. Do you think that’s true? Why or why not?
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There are a ton of miracles recorded in the Old Testament. One particular prophet, Elijah, expe-

rienced three major miracles . . . all in one day! With a partner or small group, be a “journalist”
to investigate what happened.

1. Read 1 Kings 18:16-40. At the beginning of the passage, what was Israel’s attitude toward
God?

2. How do you think the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah felt as they saw
lone Elijah, the prophet of God, walking up Mount Carmel?



session 68: aa God who works miracles

3. Inyour own words, how would you describe what happened in verses 25-29?

4. Using three words, describe Elijah’s attitude in verses 36 and 37.

5. Why did Elijah order the prophets of Baal to be killed?
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1. Read 1Kings 17:1 and 1 Kings 18:41-45. Why did God choose that particular day to bring
rain to the dry land?

2. What does this passage tell you about Elijah’s faith in God?

1. Read 1 Kings 18:45-46. What do you suppose Ahab was thinking as Elijah raced ahead of

him, even though Ahab was riding a horse-drawn chariot?
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2. What do these two verses tell us about God’s power that is within us?

aprply
The Old Testament is exploding with examples of God’s miracles. Often these miracles followed
persistent prayer on the part of His people. Read 1 Kings 17:17-24 out loud, with a partner or

small group, and then discuss the following questions.

1. Why do you think God did the miracle of healing the woman’s son?
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2. How did the woman respond to God’s miracle?

3. The same God is working today, and He wants to work miracles in our lives. Our part is
to seek Him through prayer. What miracle would you like to see God do in your life?

4. What miracle would you like God to work in your family?

10



session 68: aa God who works miracles

5. What miracle would you like to see God work in your youth group or church community?

6. What miracle would you like to see God work in your neighborhood or city?

reflect

Often, our prayers to God are requests that others could help us with. We ask for help taking a
test, healing for a sore ankle or just to have a good day. There’s nothing wrong with involving
God in every aspect of our lives, no matter how small—and He often does answer prayer by send-
ing friends or experts who can help us solve a problem, heal a wound or feel better. However,
God is a big God. He wants to work in big ways. Join up with a prayer partner and discuss the
following questions. Then spend 5 to 10 minutes in prayer, focusing on the “big things” each of

you is asking for from God.
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1. If God can heal any sickness, why doesn’t He heal every sickness?

2. What do you do when you believe God for a miracle, but nothing seems to happen?

3. Isevery act of God a miracle? Why or why not?
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4. What’s a big request you want to ask of God?

5. What, if anything, is keeping you from asking God to move in a miraculous way?

Take a few minutes to pray for “big things” for one another. Be as specific as you can in your

prayer, and then wait for the next few days, weeks or months to see how God answers!

4 I/
meditation .

You are the God who performs miracles;
you display your power among the peoples.
PSALM 77:14
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