session study guide

a God who forgives

starter

FROM A TO Z: Get together with a group of three or four friends and make an “Alphabet Praise
List.” This is the way it’s done: For every letter of the alphabet, name one characteristic of God.
(For example: Awesome, Beautiful, Compassionate, and so forth. But think of your own words!)

When you’re done, share your list with the whole group.

A:
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message
With a partner or small group, read the stories below and answer the questions.

Volleyball tryouts are quickly approaching, so you and your friend decide to practice vol-
leyball after school at your house. It’s so hot outside that you decide to practice inside
your living room. There’s plenty of room and it’s air-conditioned.

Your little sister warns you, “You’re not supposed to play ball in the house.”

“No big deal,” you reply, “we’ll be careful.”
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Just as you finish this sentence, there’s aloud CRASH! Peering down at the floor, you
see the shattered remnants of what had once been an expensive mirror near your front
door. Your friend spiked the ball, and you weren’t there to block.

A few seconds later, your mom runs into the room and asks, “What happened? How
did the mirror get broken?” You’ve been caught!

1. How do you respond?

Ask innocently, “UJhat mirror?”

Argue, “I never liked that mirror anyway.”

Tell her that your friend did it.

Admit what happened, but be defensive about it.
Admit what happened and ask for forgiveness.
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Admit what happened, ask for forgiveness and offer to pay for a new mirror.

2. Why is our first reaction so often to blame others for our mistakes?

3. Why do we hate to get caught?
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4. One day, the well-known author and creator of detective Sherlock Holmes, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, decided to play a practical joke on his 10 closest friends. He sent each of
them a telegram with the following message: The truth is out. Flee immediately. All 10 did
just that! They left town! Doyle hadn’t guessed that his friends were so ashamed of some-
thing they had done. Read Romans 3:23. How does this verse relate to this story?

5. Do you agree or disagree that most people would flee if they received such a message?

Why or why not?
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6. What should a person who feels guilty do?

dig

David, a leader anointed by God to be king over His people, experienced many personal and
spiritual triumphs. However, he was human. He made mistakes. He committed sins. One par-
ticular sin of David’s is recorded in 2 Samuel 11-12. Team up with one or two study buddies

and find out what happened.

the bad news
1. Read 2 Samuel 11:1-17. At what point did David’s sin begin?
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2. Who else besides David committed sin?

3. What do we learn from these verses about Uriah the Hittite?

4. How do you think David was feeling after Uriah refused to sleep with his wife?
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5. What was David’s state of mind in 2 Samuel 11:14-17?

the good news
1. To see how God got David’s attention about his sin, read 2 Samuel 12:1-10. What was

Nathan’s clever way of convincing David of his sin?

2. God used Nathan to get David’s attention. What are some other ways God could have

used to get David’s attention?
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3. Read 2 Samuel 12:13-23. What were the consequences David still had to face, even
though he had repented?

4. Why do you think God didn’t simply heal David and Bathsheba’s son?

5. Why did David’s attitude change once his son was dead?
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apprly

1. Are there any people whom God won’t forgive? Explain your answer.

2. Are there any sins God won’t forgive? Why or why not?

3. Does God also forget our sins when He forgives us? Explain your answer.
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4. For what do you need to ask forgiveness from God right now?

5. Are there any consequences you may still have to face for what you have done? If so, what?

6. What steps do you need to take to make it right?
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7. How can you show forgiveness to others this week?

reflect
After David committed adultery with Bathsheba, he asked God for forgiveness. God granted

him forgiveness and continued to use David in mighty ways. David’s story shows us the power

of forgiveness to bring freedom and joy back into our lives. Get together with a prayer partner
and discuss the following questions.

1. How have you sinned against a family member recently?
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2. Have you asked for forgiveness from that person yet? Why or why not?

3. How would your family be different if you repeatedly confessed to and forgave each other?

4. How can your family practice forgiving each other in the future?
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5. Write a prayer asking God to give you courage and strength to ask for and offer forgive-
ness in your family. Pray for your prayer partner, too.

b I

meditation it

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
1 JOHN 1:9
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