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session 68 study guide

the amazing grace
of God

starter

COIN GIVEAUWAV: Provide enough quarters to the students in your group so that everyone can
have four or five. Tell students that on the count of three, their job will be to give away as many
of the quarters as they can. However, as they do so, they must follow these two rules: (1) they can
only give one quarter away at a time, and (2) they must take any quarter given to them. Give the
members about two or three minutes to give away as many coins as they can. After the allotted

time is up, discuss the following questions:

1. How did you feel when you gave away money?
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2. How did it feel to receive money?

3. What are some things that God has given you just because He loves you, even though you

don’t deserve it?

4. How would you explain the word “grace” to someone?
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message

God’s grace is amazing because He offers it freely to us and because without it, it would be im-
possible for us to have eternal life with Christ. Our hearts are established by grace, we are justi-
fied by grace, our service is rendered acceptable by grace, and we are comforted by grace. What'’s
more, God gives us grace not because we deserve it but because He loves us. God is a God of
grace, giving us that which we don’t deserve. In Ephesians 2:1-10, Paul talks about this gift that

God gives to each of us:

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed
the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those
who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful
nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might
show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by
works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

From this passage, we see that grace is a gift of life, love, salvation and a future. Let’s look at each
of these aspects of grace in turn.

grace is a gift of life

1. According to this passage, what were we dead in? Who did we used to follow?
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2. What did God do out of His great love for us?

o oo

grace is a gift of love

1. How does Paul describe our condition before God made us alive in Christ?

2. Why did God raise us up with Christ? How does this show His love?
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s eoaL

grace is a gift of salvation
1. What does Paul mean when he says “it is by grace you have been saved”?

2. Why did God save you by grace through faith?

s oL

grace is a gift of a future
1. What do you think it means to be “God’s workmanship”?
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2. Note that at the end of this passage, Paul states that we are “created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” How does this reflect the grace
of God?

dig

So, when we accept God’s gift of grace into our lives, how does that affect us? What changes take
place in terms of the way we act and lead our lives? In Romans 5:1-5 and 18-21, the apostle Paul

describes several ways in which our lives are different as a result of God’s grace:

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom
he bas given us. . . . Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so
also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as
through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience
of the one man the many will be made righteous. The law was added so that the trespass might in-
crease. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so

also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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1. Based on these verses, what are some of the benefits that we can enjoy because of God’s grace?

2. How do these verses describe the life a person can have with God?

3. How can living in God’s grace give purpose to suffering? What result can suffering have

in the life of someone who puts his or her hope in God?
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4. To whom is God’s grace available?

5. What effect can grace have on sin?

6. Why is it important that grace is a gift? How does the fact that God’s grace is a gift influ-
ence the quality of the life God gives to a person?
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7. What are some ways people try to attain salvation?

8. How does it feel to know that you are loved by your Creator no matter who you are or
what you’ve done?

aprly

Read the following story about Father Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish priest who was imprisoned in
Auschwitz, a German concentration camp, during World War II.

It was a cold, overcast day as I stood in front of Cell 21 in the basement of Barracks 11—
the Death Block. What stood before me was a memorial to one of the most extraordinary
people and events in all of Auschwitz—Father Maximilian Kolbe.

Father Maximilian Kolbe was a Catholic priest sentenced to be imprisoned in
Auschwitz in May 1941. Upon his arrival at KL Auschwitz, he was informed that the life
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expectancy of a priest was about a month in Auschwitz. Father Kolbe took it upon him-
self to be an agent of love within the dismal hopelessness of the barbed wire fences.

One night in July 1941, amidst the sounds of motorcycles and barking dogs, a man
from Barracks 14 escaped from Auschwitz. The next morning as the prisoners lined up
for morning roll call, they noticed the gallows in front of them—empty. The escapee had
succeeded, yet someone would pay the price for him. That morning, 10 men were selected
to die in the starvation bunker inside the Death Block. One of those men was 5659. As
the ten were being led away to screams of horror, a small, frail man stepped forward. His
number was 16670. His name was Father Maximilian Kolbe.

“Sir, I'd like to die in place of one of those men.”

“In whose place do you want to die?” asked the Commander.

“For that one.” Father Kolbe lifted his finger and pointed at 5659. And in an instant,
5659 was erased off the death ledger and 16670 was entered. One life for another—a gift
of life. On August 14, 1941, in a starvation bunker known only as Cell 21 in the basement
of Barracks 11, one man gave the gift of life by dying in place of another. Number 16670
died in place of 5659.

As I peered through the bars into the starvation cell where Maximilian Kolbe died, I felt
as if I were on holy ground. The plaque on the wall of the cell and the memorial fire in the
center of the cell pointed to what was one of the most extraordinary events in the history
of this place called Auschwitz. Here was light in the darkness, love afloat in the middle of
a sea of hate, and hope in the midst of madness. As I stood at the place where one man
gave his life for another in an act of love—the gift of life—I was broken and changed.

It was a cold, overcast day when another Man gave His life. He was Light in the dark-
ness, Love afloat in the middle of a sea of hate, and Hope in the midst of madness. On
that hill, Jesus gave His life for all humanity—not only for all humankind but also more
specifically for you and me. A gift of life and an act of love given because of God’s incred-
ible love for you and me.

Too often I lose sight of God’s love and His grace. Too often I get so wrapped up in
my busyness for Him that I miss the opportunity to be with Him. Standing in front of
that cell, I was brought face to face with the radical love that God has for you and for me.
God loved you and me so much that He couldn’t stand to live without us for eternity. It
was a love that drove Him to action—a love that drove Jesus Christ to die on a cross for
you and me. That’s the message of the New Testament.

As I walked away from that moment in time at the starvation cell where Father Maxim-
ilian Kolbe gave his life for another, I wondered about 5659. Who was he? What went
through his mind as he saw Father Kolbe being led away to his death, while he was given
the gift of life? I walked away from the basement of Barracks 11 broken—and changed. Bro-
ken, that a man would give his life for another—changed in my gratitude for what was done
for me on Calvary. Just like 5659, I was being led away to my death when another Man

stepped forward out of the crowd. Looking into my eyes, He saw the terror and the pain.
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“Sir, I'd like to die in the place of one of those men,” He said.

“In whose place do you want to die?”

“For that one.”

Just as Father Maximilian Kolbe, 16670, gave the gift of life to prisoner 5659, so Jesus
Christ has given us the gift of life and of grace. For just as prisoner 5659 experienced a
radical grace—a gift that was never deserved—so do we experience a gift that we do not

deserve: the amazing grace of God!

1. How does the story of Father Maximilian Kolbe illustrate the grace of God? What do you

think motivated him to give the gift of life to someone?

2. What are some things God has given or done for you or your family “just because,” even
though you didn’t deserve it? How did you respond?
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3. Think about someone who needs to experience God’s grace (you can include yourself).
What effect could God’s gift of grace have on that life?

reflect

1. What is one thing that has challenged or surprised you from this session on God’s grace?
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2. What is one area in which you need to experience more of God’s grace?

3. Someone once said that “mercy is not getting what you do deserve. Grace is getting what

you don’t deserve.” What does receiving God’s grace mean to you?
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4. Why is it often so difficult for us to understand and accept God’s grace? Why do you need
God’s grace? What can God’s grace in your life look like?

5. Who in your life needs to hear and see the message of God’s grace? What would you tell

him or her? How can you show God’s grace to that person?

4 I/
meditation .

And as God'’s grace reaches more and more
people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will
receive more and more glory.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:15
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