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2 study guide

revelation: the
hoppe, encouragement
and call

starter

TIME IS TICKING: Before the meeting begins, make four to five sets of index cards with the fol-
lowing written on the cards:

Card One: 1 hour
Card Two: 1 week
Card Three: 1 month
Card Four: 1year
Card Five: 10 years

When the session begins, divide the students into groups of four or five and give each group
a set of cards. Have the groups distribute a card to each member in the group without anyone
revealing his or her card. Now ask the groups the following question: “What would you do if the
world were to end in the time indicated on your card?” Allow time for members to share within
their groups.

After a few minutes, bring the whole group together and have a few people share their reac-
tions. Use the following questions to guide the discussion:
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1. What were your reactions to the time given to you?

2. How would the time frame affect your life?

3. How would a shorter time frame affect your reaction?



session 12: revelation: the hope, encouragement and call

4. We don’t know when the world is going to end, but God’s Word says there will be an end.
What effect might knowing this have on your life today?

message

The book of Revelation is a message of hope, encouragement, judgment and a call to all Chris-
tians. Within its pages, we see the scenes of the end of the world, the triumph of God over Satan,
the final judgment of the world and the incredible description of what the new heaven and the
new earth will be like. The book of Revelation is God’s call to His believers to stand firm and be
prepared for the return of Christ.

Tradition states that the apostle John wrote Revelation during a time of exile on the island
of Patmos. At the time, Christians were suffering severe persecution for their faith, and John
wanted these believers to know that God was still in control and that He was directing every-
thing that happens in this world. He wanted Christians to persevere in their faith and look to-
ward the ultimate goal: eternal life with their heavenly Father.

John begins his book by listing seven messages given to seven different churches that existed
at the time. These messages contain words of warning, correction and instruction from the risen
Christ to the believers in these fellowships. Read each of the portions of John’s letter to these
churches and then briefly answer the questions that follow.

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked
men. . .. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you
have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. . . . He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, 1 will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which
is in the paradise of God (Revelation 2:2-5,7).
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1. How does Jesus praise this church?

2. What does He warn them about?

the church in smyrna

I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! . . . Do not be afraid of what you are about
to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution
for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who over-
comes will not be burt at all by the second death (Revelation 2:9-11).

1. How does Jesus respond to these believers’ suffering?
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2. What hope does Jesus give to them?

the church in pergamuimnm

You remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas,
my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. Nevertheless, I have a
few things against you: You have people there . . . eating food sacrificed to idols and . . . committing
sexual immorality. . . . Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth. . . . To him who overcomes, 1 will give some of the hidden manna.

I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives
it (Revelation 2:13-14,16-17).

1. How does Jesus praise this church?

2. What problem does He tell them they need to address?
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the church in thyatira

I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing
more than you did at first. Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel . . .
she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. . . . Now I
say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s
so-called deep secrets . . . hold on to what you bave until I come. To him who overcomes and does my
will to the end, I will give authority over the nations . . . just as I have received authority from my Fa-
ther (Revelation 2:19-20,24-27).

1. How does Jesus praise this church?

2. What warning does He give to them?

I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. Remem-
ber, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will
come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. Yet you have a few people in
Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy.
He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of

life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels (Revelation 3:1-5).
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1. What was missing from these believers’ faith?

2. What promise does He give those whose faith is genuine?

the church in philadelphia

I know your deeds. . . . I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not
denied my name. . . . Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from
the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. I am
coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. Him who overcomes I
will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will be leave it. I will write on him the name
of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of
heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name (Revelation 3:8,10-12).
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1. How does Jesus encourage the believers in this church?

2. What does He promise them?

the church in laodicea

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! . .. You say,
“I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and
repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone bears my voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with bim, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on
my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne (Revelation 3:15,17-19).

1. What warning does Jesus give this church?
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2. What promise does He give to those who repent and turn to Him?

dig

We should be in awe of God’s grace to save each of us from our sin and His power over the evil

forces of Satan. We need to be encouraged in the hope of this victory and be ready for it to come!

be encouraged
The seven churches in Revelation faced great challenges: poverty, sin, false teaching, persecution

and hypocrisy. Yet Christ offers hope in each situation.

1. Read 1John 3:2-3. What encouragement does this passage offer for the future and for today?

2. In Revelation 4:1-8, John describes seeing God on His throne in heaven. What do you
think it would be like to see God face to face?
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3. What would you say to Him?

4. The Bible ends with a message of warning and hope for people of every generation. Jesus

is victorious, and all evil is vanquished forever:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for ber husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and be will live with them. They will be his peo-
ple, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He
who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down,
for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of
the water of life. He who overcomes will inberit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son.”

Based on this passage, how would you describe the hope that believers can have for the future?
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be ready

We don’t know when Jesus will return. It could be today, or it could be years from now. The im-
portant point is that we need to be ready at all times for the day of Christ’s return.

1. What does Mark 13:35-37 say about how we should live as we wait for Jesus?

2. What does it mean to “not be caught sleeping”?

3. What is the reward for those who follow God’s Word (see Revelation 22:17)?
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4. What attitude are God’s people to have when they look to the future?

aprrly

How you look at the future will impact your life for the better today. In addition, the way in

which you view the hope of your future can have a positive effect on those who do not yet know
Christ.

1. What are some things that distract us from being alert?

2. What can we do to stay awake, keep watch and be alert?
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3. What are some things we can do to encourage each other as we see the day approaching?

4. How does Christ’s return impact your attitude toward your non-Christian friends and

family members?

reflect

What is your immediate reaction when you consider Christ’s return? Place a checkmark by the

words that describe your feelings.

O Thankful
O Relieved
O Valuable
O Awe-filled
O Renewed
O Amazed
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O Unworthy
O Complete
O Scared

O Unprepared
a
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1. How will your life be different because of the hope you find in the book of Revelation?

2. In what areas do you need to be more alert?

3. What will need to change in your life for you to be ready for His return?
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4. What sense of urgency do you have in sharing Christ with those who don’t have a future
hope?

5. Take a minute and write a note to God expressing your thanks for the encouragement He

gives and to prepare your heart to be ready for His return. Ask for His help in sharing the
hope you have with others.

Dear God,

Love always,

4 I/
meditation e
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say,
“Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him
take the free gift of the water of life.
REVELATION 22:7
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