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the incredible,
unconditional love
of God
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GOT TO DO WITH IT? Before your meeting, prepare four grocery-size paper bags

with the following titles written in permanent markers on the outside of each:

Bag One: Beauty
Bag Two: Brains
Bag Three: Bucks

Bag Four: Brawn

Fill each bag with objects that would represent those areas of our lives (be creative). Below are

some examples:

Beauty
Brains

Buclks

Brawn

mirror, make-up, clothes, weights, comb, magazine covers
diploma, calculator, business card, Wall Street Journal
money, toy car, credit cards, jewelry, vacation guides, pictures
of possessions

sports equipment, trophies, awards, pictures of athletes

Divide your group into four fairly equal groups and give each group one of the bags. Explain

that each bag

represents an area that people use to gain value, acceptance and love in their lives.
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Explain that inside each bag are items that physically represent those areas. Have each group go
through the bag and then answer the following questions. When groups have finished, have

them come back together and share a few of their items and their answers.

1. How does each item in your bag represent this area of life?

2. How does the world attach value to this area of life?

3. How is God’s love different from the world’s version of love?
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message

God has an incredible, unconditional, never-ending love for each of us. No matter who we are,
no matter where we’ve been, no matter what has happened to us and no matter what we’ve done,
God is ready with His arms open wide to welcome us home. Understanding and accepting God’s
love can be one of the toughest things to do. Nevertheless, one fact remains: God loves us!
Throughout the New Testament, God gives us “snapshots” that reveal His love to us. Today, we
will take a look at three such snapshots: (1) the incredible love of God, (2) the unconditional
love of God, and (3) the personal nature of the love of God.

the incredible love of G-odl
The first snapshot we see demonstrates the incredible nature of God’s love for us. Read the fol-

lowing story of the woman who was brought to Jesus in John 8:1-11:

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn be appeared again in the temple courts, where all the
people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus,
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone
such women. Now what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing bhim.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with bis finger. When they kept on ques-
tioning him, be straightened up and said to them, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first
to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was
left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your

life of sin.”

1. Why was the woman brought to Jesus?
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2. How did Jesus respond to the teachers of the law and the Pharisees, who had brought her?

3. How does Jesus’ final statements to her reflect God’s incredible love?

the unconditional love of Grod
Not only is God’s love incredible, but it is also unconditional. We see a snapshot of this in the
Parable of the Lost Son that Jesus told in Luke 15:11-24:

There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Father, give me my share of
the estate.” So he divided bis property between them.

Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered bis wealth in wild living. After be had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that coun-
try, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one gave him anything.
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When he came to his senses, be said, “How mamny of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and
here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like
one of your hired men.” So he got up and went to his father.

But while e was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

The son said to him, “Father, I bave sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son.”

But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on
his finger and sandals on bis feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

1. What was the younger son’s attitude at the beginning of the story? What happened to
change his attitude?

2. How did the father respond to his son coming home?
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3. How did the son feel about the reception he received?

4. How does this story reflect the unconditional love of God?

the personal nature of the love of G-od
Finally, we see the personal nature of God’s love in snapshots of Scripture such as John 3:16-17
and Romans 5:5-8:

For God so loved the world that be gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him (John 3:16-17).

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out bis love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone
might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:5-8).
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1. According to John 3:16-17, why did God send His Son into the world?

3. According to Romans 5:5-8, how has God poured His love into us?

4. How did God personally demonstrate His love for us?
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1. Has there ever been a time when you felt that God didn’t love you because of something

that happened to you, or that He couldn’t possibly love you because of something you’ve

done wrong? Explain.

2. What is the difference between a love that is based on who you are and not what you do?

3. What makes it so difficult to understand or accept the love of God?
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4. How can any person experience God’s love personally (see John 3:16)?

apprly

Each of us, at one time or another, has questioned why God would allow certain events to hap-
pen in our lives. Doesn’t He care about how we feel? Doesn’t He love us anymore? Why isn’t He
helping us? Imagine for a moment that you had a best friend named Brian who was dealing with
some personal issues in his life that was causing him to ask these types of questions. Read the
following scenario, and then consider how you would address your friend’s questions about the
love of God.

The bell rings just as you slip into your chair. As you pull your homework out of your
book, you lean over to talk to Brian, one of your friends since fifth grade. He tells you
that he needs to talk to you after class and that it’s really important. As you lean back
into your chair, you notice the expression on Brian’s face. He looks angry and frustrated,
but also a bit lost.

You and Brian have done everything together: vacations, church events, everything.
Brian gets along with his parents. He has told you, “They’re okay. We get into fights every
once in a while, but for the most part we get along.” But lately you’ve seen some changes.
Brian’s parents have been fighting more and more. In fact, a few weeks ago Brian said
they were yelling, fighting and throwing stuff.

The bell rings and you head out of class with Brian close behind. As the two of you
round the building going out toward the field, Brian opens up and says, “My parents are
getting a divorce!”

“What! You’ve got to be kidding!” you exclaim.
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“They told me before school today.”

As you lean against the building, Brian starts to cry and says, “It’s all I've thought
about all day long. How could this have happened? I thought my parents loved each
other, and now they’re getting a divorce! Don’t they even care about how I feel? Doesn’t
anyone care about how I feel? How could God let this happen? Doesn’t He love us any-
more? I pray for my parents, but why isn’t God helping? Can’t my parents see how much
I hurt? Can’t God see? Where is He when I need Him? Where is this God who supposedly

loves me?”

1. What would you say to Brian?

2. How would you explain God’s love to Brian?
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3. In Romans 8:38-39, Paul writes, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” What does this say about God’s love?

4. How does this passage apply to Brian’s situation?

5. What kinds of circumstances keep you from experiencing God’s love? What does God
promise in Romans 8:39?
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6. How can this picture of God’s love affect the way you feel about yourself?

7. God’s radical love for us calls for a response. How can you respond to God’s love today?

reflect

1. In what area of your life do you need to experience more of the incredible, unconditional,

personal love of God?

12



session 5: the incredible, unconditional love of God

2. Below are some passages about the love that God has for you. Read the passages and then

complete the statements.

Psalm 86:5 God's love is:
John 3:16-17 God's love is:
Romans 5:5-8 God's love is:

Romans 8:38-39 God's love is:

€Ephesians 2:4-6  God's love is:
1John 31 God's love is:

1 John 4:8-10 God's love is:

3. How can knowing the depth of God’s love for you impact the way you see yourself and others?

4. How can you be a light for the love of God . . .

In your family?
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At school and work?

In your community?

In your church?
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In your sport, club or extracurricular activity?

5. Spend a couple of minutes writing a letter to God, telling Him how you feel about His

love, your relationship with Him, and your gratitude and thankfulness to Him.

Dear God,

Love Always,

4 If
meditation it
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
€PHESIANS 3:17-19
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