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Understand that teaching is ministry. 3haring eternal tnisths with the next generation i a privilege and a
calling. What happens in a charch classroom is the most important information in this world and the next,
Pray for clidldren and for wisdom in lesson preparation, Be aware thad every part of the session—Iirom
greeting clobdoen o waiting for picknp—aeeds (o be done with the gosf of showing God’s love i action,
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Show respect, Teschers eam vespect by showing vespect to their childven, Talk with children, nod of then oF
dowen to them. Get dowa to their eye level, Smile and speak kindly, Be interested in the children's lives and
thelir priorities. Assist childmen with special abilities and accept their contritutions o the class. Treat all
children ts eqguals and children of God.
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Lead genily. Give suggestions more often than commands, Give directions in a positive way, Treat children
acconding to what they ome do rather than what they canno! do. Be patient and understanding, Accept chil-
dren’s mistakes and belp them to grow from their failumes, Remember to guide a child into a relations hip
weith Crod and o fo pasd; youw mnst Live vony elationship with Hine out in frong of that e,
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Be a visionary. Accept challenges as opporunities, Love all the children that God sends: the most difficult,
the most shy, the most confused, the most moody. [nstead of trying to change the child, consider ways to
change the sciivity to bepefit the clald,
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Provide Himits. Allow children freedom within boundaries, Set reasonibie boundanies and stick e them.
Feep learming fin, but also keep onder in the classtoom for effectve leanong. Expect children (o honor your
satlyonaty. Slow flee consequences Tor depping outside of classroom Bonndaries, Bxpect the most from clil-
drzn and they will strive to give their bast,
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Be a guide, Be ready when a child needs help, CGaide informal conversation and besd meaningful discus-
sionis, Ask open-ended questions and epcounage childeen to dig deep info the Bible, Cruide claldren to
discover Bible truths instead of felfing them, Demonstrate how children can apply Bitle truths to their daily
lives, Lewnd a listening ear when a child needs to talk. Share age-approprate examples of ways God's Word
lime helped vou,
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Affinn children. Thank children often, Compliment children for positive things they say and do. Describe
fleeiy gt sotions so fhat they can learn and vepeal (hems, Thank than for their paticipation in tle class and
for the personality they bring to class.
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Ko children. Krow each child’s mame. Learn theit inferests, Study them to discover botls theit needs amnd
tleeir gifis. Be aware of the age-level chamoteristics of the childien vou teach so that your expectaticns: e
reslistic, See each ope ar & person God s given (o von to shephend, love and lesd o Chigse,
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Llze proven tenching methods, Prepare kessons well, swith interesting activities that motivate clalilien’s
pamticipation. Make learning active (hands-on) rather than passive (listeningi. Provide a variety of age-
appropriate activities. Be aware of the age-level characieristics of children. Bead, study and attend work-
shops to inprove tescling skills, Network with other feaclers, Get needed lelp from a pastor, & children’s
iMEnistry Resder of YOour supe1visor
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Serve as a role model. A child's attitede toward Tesus Christ is largely based on what he or she sees adults
say or do. i you model Iove, acceptance and enthusiasm, the class will follow. Show joy in your own
spiritaal jourmey and suppoat the bife of dhee clharch, Alwayvs give vour best effort, po matier the size of the
class. Three clildren deserve as maech quality edecation as 0 claldren,
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