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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for

they will be comforted. Blessed are

the meek, for they will inherit the

earth. Blessed are those who hunger

and thirst for righteousness, for they

will be filled. Blessed are the merci-

ful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for

they will see God. Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they will be called

sons of God.”
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How many shirts do you own? How many pairs of shoes? 

In Bible times, making cloth took a great deal of work.

So clothing was worn, passed on and worn some more

until it w
ore out (then people used the scraps!).

Tunic short-sleeved 

for workers. Long-

sleeved tunics were 

for bosses or for 

special-occasion clothes.

Basic pieces of clothing: 

Cloak thrown around

the shoulders. Some had

sleeves; some did not.

Mantle laid over the shoulders, tied at the waist

Belt a long piece of

fabric—wound, tucked

and tied. Folds made

useful pockets!

Headgear kept hair clean and sweat out of the eyes. No one

left home without it! Different styles indicated what a man’s

job was. Women’s headgear showed whether a lady was sin-

gle, married or widowed!

Shoes were sandals of

many kinds. Richer peo-

ple’s sandals were made

to fit their feet. Poorer

people often got used

sandals and sometimes

carried them to make

them last longer! 

Roman clothing was different. It often showed the country from which a person had come.

Clothing and Shoes
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What are their names again? 

There were 12. But who were they?

Andrew and Simon were brothers

and former fishermen. Andrew

brought Simon to meet Jesus. Jesus

named Simon “Peter,” or “rock.”

James and John were also broth-

ers and former fishermen. They

were Zebedee’s sons. John wrote

the Gospel of John and 3 other

letters in the New Testament.

Judas Iscariot kept the money-

bag and betrayed Jesus. He was
replaced by Matthias.

Judas (whose father’s name
was James) was also calledThaddeus.

Matthew, also called Levi,

was a former tax collector and

the author of the first book of
the New Testament.

Thomas, also called Didymus

(twin), couldn’t believe Jesus was

alive until he saw and touched Him.

Bartholomew was also
called Nathanael. When

Jesus told him He had seen
him under a fig tree before

they had ever met, Bart/Nate

decided right then that Jesus
is the Son of God!

Philip (who knew how much
it would cost to feed the

crowd in John 5) is not the
same Philip as the deacon in

Acts 6 who later talked with
the Ethiopian.

Simon was also called Simon

the Zealot, possibly because

he’d been part of the political

party of the Zealots, who wanted

to drive the Romans out of Israel.

James was also called James the

younger, or James, Alphaeus’ son.

The Disciples 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

If you are the children’s pastor,
Read “Earth’s Most Amazing Book” (p. 7) and “The Value of Good Bible Skills” (p. 8) to

get an understanding of the purpose and goals of The Big Book of Bible Facts and Fun.

Look at the Contents and then skim through this book to get an idea of the kinds of
resources that are provided.

At the beginning of each teaching term, refer to the scope and sequence of the curricu-
lum being used in your children’s program and use the Contents and the Index to locate
resources in this book that will enrich students’ understanding of the lessons. Photocopy the
needed pages and provide them to teachers and small-group leaders at least one week prior
to the lesson. 

Consider providing a copy of The Big Book of Bible Facts and Fun
for each classroom for students to use as a general Bible study resource.

2

1

4

3

If you are a teacher or small-group leader in any children’s pro-
gram (Sunday School, second hour, mid-week, etc.),

Read “Earth’s Most Amazing Book” (p. 7) and “The Value of Good Bible Skills” (p. 8) to
get an understanding of the purpose and goals of The Big Book of Bible Facts and Fun.

Look at the Contents and then skim through this book to get an idea of the kinds of
resources that are provided. 

As you prepare a lesson for the program in which you serve, use the Contents and the
Index to choose resources (information sheets, puzzles, maps, etc.) in this book that will enrich
your students’ understanding of the lesson. Photocopy needed pages ahead of time. 

3

2

1

“Find out how to help 

kids deepen their understanding of

Earth’s Most Amazing Book!” 
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The Bible is one book, one history, one
story—His story. The Bible is also a library, a
collection of diverse kinds of writing. Behind
billions of events stands God, the builder of
history, the maker of the ages. Eternity
bounds the one side, eternity bounds the
other side, and time is in between. From the
origins described in Genesis to the endings in
Revelation, God is working things out. Go
down into the minutest detail everywhere
and see that there is one great purpose mov-
ing through the ages: the eternal design of
the Almighty God to redeem a wrecked and
ruined world.

Many people know the Bible characters and
the principal events but are hopelessly lost
when they are called upon to connect the
stories in a meaningful order. The Bible is one
book, and you cannot read it only in bits and
pieces and expect to comprehend the mag-
nificence of divine revelation. You must see it
in its completeness. God has taken pains to
progressively reveal Himself and His plan, and
we should take pains to read it from begin-
ning to end. Don’t suppose reading little
scraps can compensate for doing deep and
consecutive work on the Bible itself. One
would scorn to read any other book, even the
lightest novel, in the haphazard fashion in
which many read the Bible. 

Pick up the “pearls” in the Scriptures and
string them into order from Genesis to
Revelation so that you can think through the
Bible story. Give the Book a chance to speak
for itself, to make its own impression and to
bear its own testimony. You will find a unity
of thought that indicates that one mind
inspired the writing of the whole series of
books; it bears on its face the stamp of its
Author, showing that in every sense, it is the
Word of God.

The whole Bible is built around the story of
Christ and His promise of life everlasting to
all people. The Old Testament is the account
of a nation (God’s people, the Jewish
nation); the New Testament is an account of
a Man (who called Himself the Son of man).
The nation was founded and nurtured by
God in order to bring the Man into the
world. His appearance on the earth is the
central event of all history. The Old
Testament sets the stage for this event; the
New Testament describes it. 

As a man, Jesus Christ lived the most perfect
life ever known. He was kind, tender, gentle,
patient and sympathetic. He loved people. He
worked marvelous miracles to feed the hun-
gry. Multitudes—weary, pain-ridden and
heartsick—came to Him, and He gave them
rest. He died to take away the sin of the
world and to become the Savior of all people.

Then He rose from the dead. He is alive
today. He is not merely a historical character
but also a living person—the most important
person in history and the One whose vital
force transforms the world today! And He
promises eternal life to all who come to Him. 

The writers of the epistles tell us the kind of
life we should live because of Christ’s work
for us. The secret of Christian living is simply
to allow Christ to meet our needs. There is
nothing mysterious about faith. It is a simple
act of will. Either we will believe God or we
won’t. We decide. When we decide to
believe God absolutely, supernatural life and
power enter our lives. A miracle is wrought
within us, and the story of God’s goodness
continues in our lives.

INTRODUCTION: EARTH’S MOST AMAZING BOOK

Adapted from What the Bible Is All About by Henrietta C. Mears.
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THE VALUE OF GOOD BIBLE SKILLS

Imagine sitting down at a computer, staring
at a blank screen, knowing that all the infor-
mation you need is right at your fingertips—
but not knowing how to access it. When 
children are told that what they need is in the
Bible, yet don’t know how to access the infor-
mation, they must feel similarly frustrated!
We drill children to memorize their names,
addresses and phone numbers, but too often
we don’t take responsibility for teaching
them how to get where they need to go in
God’s Word. 

God’s long-range goal for every child is to
“reach unity in the faith and in the knowl-
edge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the full-
ness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). Teaching stu-
dents how to use the Bible equips them to
grow and mature.

The beginning of this great process occurs as
loving Christian adults work patiently, intro-
ducing God’s Word through a variety of
learning experiences that connect with each

student’s level of development and under-
standing. The Big Book of Bible Facts and Fun
approaches the Bible in ways that will engage
kids in opening their Bibles, finding out more
about what they don’t understand and dis-
cover new ways to study Scripture. The ulti-
mate goal is to gain understanding, which in
turn will result in a desire for an ever-deepen-
ing relationship with God. Good Bible skills
provide a foundation that will serve a person
well throughout that growing relationship. 

A final word: Few things more effectively
communicate the power of God’s Word to
your students than your own attitudes and
actions! Kids sense that the Bible is true and
significant when the adults around them use
it, respect it and get excited about what God
does through His Word. Communicate
eagerly the ways in which God’s Word helps
you in daily life as you help them to gain
skills or learn information that help them
use the Bible for themselves—it is Earth’s
Most Amazing Book! 
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Many adult Christians look back to their ele-
mentary years as the time when they accept-
ed Christ as Savior. Elementary-age students
are not only able to understand their own
personal need of forgiveness, but they are
also interested in Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion as the means by which God provides sal-
vation. In addition, children at this age are
capable of growing in their faith through
prayer, Bible reading, worship and service.

However, these youngsters are still limited in
their understanding and immature in follow-
ing through on their intentions and commit-
ments. So they need thoughtful, patient
guidance in coming to know Christ personal-
ly and continuing to grow in Him. Here are
steps to leading a child to Christ.

1. Pray.
Ask God to prepare the students in your group
to receive the good news about Jesus and to
prepare you to effectively communicate with
them. 

2. Present the good news.
Use words and phrases that students under-
stand. The following outline seeks to avoid
symbolism that will confuse these literal-
minded thinkers. Discuss these points slowly
enough to allow time for thinking and com-
prehending.

a. God wants you to become His child. Do you
know why God wants you in His family? (See 
1 John 3:1.)

b. You and all the people in the world have
done wrong things and disobeyed God. The
Bible word for doing wrong is “sin.” What do
you think should happen to us when we sin?
(See Romans 3:23; 6:23.)

c. God loves you so much, He sent His Son
to die on the cross for your sin. Because
Jesus never sinned, He is the only one who
can take the punishment for your sin. (See
1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 John 4:14.)

d. Are you sorry for your sin? Tell God that
you are. Do you believe Jesus died to take the
punishment for your sin and is alive today? If
you tell God you are sorry for your sin and tell
Him you do believe and accept Jesus’ death to
take away your sin—God forgives all your sin.
(See 1 John 1:9.)

e. The Bible says that when you believe that
Jesus is God’s Son and that He is alive today,
you receive God’s gift of eternal life. This gift
makes you a child of God. This means God is
with you now and forever. (See John 3:16.)

Give students many opportunities to think
about what it means to be a Christian. Expose
them to a variety of lessons and descriptions
of the meaning of salvation to increase their
understanding.

LEADING A CHILD TO CHRIST
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3. Talk individually with students.
Talking about salvation one-on-one creates
opportunities to ask and answer questions.
Ask questions that move the student beyond
simple yes-or-no answers or recitation of mem-
orized information. Ask open-ended, “what
do you think?” questions such as:

• Why do you think it’s important to . . . ?

• What are some things you really like about
Jesus?

• Why do you think that Jesus had to die in
order for people to be forgiven?

• What difference do you think it makes for a
person to be forgiven?

Answers to these open-ended questions will
help you discern how much the student does
or does not understand. 

4. Offer opportunities 
without  pressure.

Any child is vulnerable to being manipulated
by adults. A good way to guard against coerc-
ing a student’s response is to simply pause
periodically and ask, “Would you like to hear
more about this now or at another time?”
Loving acceptance of the student, even when
he or she is not fully interested in pursuing the
matter, is crucial in building and maintaining
positive attitudes toward becoming part of
God’s family.

5. Give time to think and pray.
There is great value in encouraging a stu-
dent to think and pray about what you have
said before making a response. Also allow

moments for quiet thinking about ques-
tions you ask.

6. Respect the 
student’s response.

Whether or not a student declares faith in
Jesus Christ, there is a need for adults to
accept the student’s action. There is also a
need to realize that a student’s initial
responses to Jesus are just the beginning of a
lifelong process of growing in faith.

7. Guide the student 
in further growth.

Here are three important parts in the nurtur-
ing process:

a. Talk regularly about your relationship with
God. As you talk about your relationship, the
student will begin to feel that it’s OK to talk
about such things. Then you can comfortably
ask the student to share his or her thoughts
and feelings, and encourage the student to
ask questions of you.

b. Prepare the student to deal with doubts.
Emphasize that certainty about salvation is
not dependent on our feelings or doing
enough good deeds. Show the student
places in God’s Word that clearly declare
that salvation comes by grace through faith
(e.g., John 1:12; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews
11:6; 1 John 5:11).

c. Teach the student to confess all sin. To con-
fess means to admit or to agree. Confessing
sins means agreeing with God that we really
have sinned. Assure the student that confes-
sion always results in forgiveness. (See 1 John
1:9.)

10
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A  brief overview of the Bible; also,

resource pages that include Bible Book

Cards, designed for students to learn the

order, content and spelling of Bible books

through games, as well as Bible Skills puz-

zles to pique students’ interest and

expand their Bible skills.

,

SECTION ONE
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EARTH’S MOST AMAZING BOOK: A QUICK TOUR
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All the stories in the Bible—from Adam and Eve to the very end—fit together to show us God’s 
great plan for our world and for our own lives. That’s an adventure you won’t want to miss!

All that (and more!) happens in the

whole life different!

Old Testament part of the Bible.

you will
Then, with the flip of a few pages,

+ find the Person
who will make your

Now we’re talking about the New Testament part of the Bible.

+ discover an angel who opens prison doors!

+ meet evil kings and
powerful leaders!

+ check out

narrow escapes

and courageous

showdowns!

+ hunt down

heroes, vil
lains

and ordinary folk!

+ investig
ate the creation

of the universe!

When starting an adventure, it’s a good idea
to look ahead before you start exploring.
So, get ready to

BUT WAIT! THERE’S MORE!
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New TestamentOld Testament

IT’S A MESSAGE!
IT’S A STORY!

IT’S A LIBRARY!
IT’S—THE BIBLE!

It’s a Message!
Over many hundreds of years God used many different writ-
ers to produce this book. The writers were different ages and
had different backgrounds, but what they all wrote carried
the same wonderful message—
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When you hold a Bible in your hands and 
thumb through its pages (or check out the 
contents page in the front), you see that the
Bible is a collection of 66 books—a library!

A Library with Two Sections

There are 39 books in the first section. This section 
makes up about three-fourths of 
the whole library. It’s called the 
Old Testament. 

There are 27 books in the second section.  
This part makes up the last fourth of the 
library. It’s called the New Testament.

A Library That’s Easy to Use

Besides having only two parts, this library of books in the Bible is
easy to use.

So that you can quickly find your way around, nearly all of the
books are divided into chapters; and all of the chapters are divid-
ed into verses. 

To find something in the Bible, all you
have to do is look up its reference—
just like you look up an address! For
example, the reference Genesis 1:1
means look in the book of Genesis,
chapter 1, verse 1. It’s that easy!   

THE BIG PICTURE OF THE BIBLE

New TestamentOld Testament

UsCreation Jesus promised
to come

JESUS! Great things that happened
because of Jesus

The Bible tells us what God wants us to know about Himself and
His plan for us. This exciting, true story is God’s story.

IT’S A STORY!

It’s a Library!
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SECTION 1: 
The first five books are called the
books of the Law. These books tell
about the cre ation of the world and
how God chose a fam ily that grew
into a nation—Israel—to help ful fill
His promise. It tells how God freed
Israel from slavery, cared for them
through 40 years in a desert and

gave them His laws. (That didn’t mean they always obeyed!)
Right from the start, people disobeyed Him, causing one

problem after another. But also right from the start, God
prom ised a way to make things right again.

Think promise—the word “testament” means a promise.
The entire Old Testament is the story of the parts of a
wonderful promise God made! There are five sections in
the Old Testament and that promise is found in every 

section!

SECTION 2: 
The next 12 books are called the books of History. They tell the
story of God’s nation, Israel, and start at the time the Israel ites
en tered the land God had promised. 

When the Israelites obeyed Him, God defeated their enemies.
But more often, God’s people disobeyed and got in serious
trouble! There were a few kings and queens who did right—and
many who didn’t! The dis obe di ence led to fighting; the fighting
led to Israel splitting in two, and both halves ended up cap-

tured by enemies
who sent many
away to foreign
lands. The books
of History end at
the time some of
those people
returned to the
land of Israel.

PART ONE: OLD TESTAMENT
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SECTION 3: 
In the very middle of the Bible
are five books called Poetry.
These poems and songs were
written by many different
people—including David king
of Israel and his son Sol o mon.
This poetry describes the
greatness of God and the beauty of His creation, gives wise
advice and answers many hard questions. The books of Poetry
also give more promises of the great leader God would send
His people!

SECTIONS 4 & 5: 
During the years we read about
in the books of History, God
sent many messengers, called
prophets, to His people. These
prophets spoke or wrote what
God wanted His people to
know. They gave many warn -
ings to obey God and many more promises about the great
King and Savior who was coming!

The first five books of prophecy are
called the “Major Prophets” because

these books are longer than the “Minor
Prophets,” 12 smaller books that com-

plete the Old Testament. 
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PART TWO: NEW TESTAMENT
The New Testament tells about how God’s promise came true
and how God’s keeping of His promise changes everything!

The word “gospel” means “good
news.” The four Gospels tell the good
news: The King and Savior God had
promised really did come! 

They tell about Jesus’ birth, life and
teachings—and how many of God’s
promises came true when Jesus died 

on the cross to take the punishment for our sins. More of God’s
promises came true when Jesus came back to life!

The Acts of the Apostles tells what God’s
Holy Spirit did through people who took the
good news about Jesus to the rest of the
world! It tells how Peter, Philip and then Paul
spread the good news, sharing God’s prom-
ise with everyone—and causing such a stir
that people said they were turning the
world upside down!

The Bible ends
with Letters.
Thirteen are
from Paul—
most written 
to churches and
a few written to

people Paul knew. These letters encouraged and taught those
people more about Jesus. Those letters still teach us how God’s
pro mise changes our lives!
Eight letters were written by

other leaders in the Early Church
and were sent from church to
church.

The last book of the Bible is a
letter, too. It’s addressed to seven churches. It
tells of a pro ph ecy (or revelation) given to John
about the future. A lot of this book may be hard
to un der stand, but the great big promise here is
clear: Jesus will come back to Earth, and every-
one will know He really is the King of kings and
Lord of lords!
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THE
BIBLE—A

LIBRARY
OF

SMALLER
BOOKS
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THE LANGUAGES
OF THE BIBLE

When God fir
st gave His Word to the 

people who wrote it

down, it wasn’t called the 
Bible. It wasn’t even a book!

God’s words were written on s
crolls by pe

ople who lived in

differen
t places, over thousan

ds of year
s. The words in 

the scrolls w
ere not written in E

nglish, ei
ther. They were

written mainly in tw
o languages

, Hebrew and Greek.
 

Hebrew
The scrolls that became the Old Testament (the part
of God’s Word written before Jesus was born) were
written mostly in Hebrew. Hebrew is the language
that the people of Israel spoke. Hebrew is still spoken
and written in Israel! It is also spoken and written by
many people around the world. 

The Hebrew alphabet looks quite different from
English. First, the letters in Hebrew words are written
from right to left (we read English left to right). That
means that when you read a book written in Hebrew,
you begin at what we might think is the back of the
book! Hebrew has no vowels (like the English a, e, i,
o and u). Instead, Hebrew words sometimes have
small marks near the letters to show how the word is
pronounced. 
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